HISTORICAL   NOTICE
To  SERVE  AS  A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THESE   MEMOIRS.
IT seems certain that the Memoirs of Madame de Montespan, suddenly interrupted in the manuscript which has reached us, had been carried on much further. At the time of the marriage of Mademoiselle de Nantes, which took place some time after the retirement of the Marquise,1 a description of the fetes celebrated on that occasion appeared with great success in the world, and was generally considered to be an extract from the Memoirs which it was known she was writing.
We must not forget, then, that the most desirable portion of the recollections of the favourite has escaped us; a picture of that Court, which she had painted so brilliantly in the days of her prosperity, traced with a mocking spirit in the midst of the regrets and irritations of her fall, would have been, undoubtedly, a curious thing to have; and it must be confessed that people who, to judge by certain journals, have an " established factory for memoirs," would have shown singular restraint, or made a singular blunder, in depriving us of this poignant reading. Since the publishers of contemporary memoirs possess, we are assured, history ready-made, they should
i In 1685.